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Illinois Research in Feline Leukemia May Yield Human AIDS Answers
Feline leukemia, a virus-induced disease in cats that 
has striking similarities to AIDS (acquired immune defi­
ciency syndrome) in humans, may be a model for 
learning more about how the AIDS virus causes disease 
and how to stop it, say researchers at the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine at Urbana. 
Although the feline virus does not infect humans, the 
disease in cats is similar enough to that in humans to 
permit researchers to evaluate in the cat the causes and 
possible treatments of human AIDS. Unlike AIDS in the 
mouse, which is a purely experimental model of the 
disease, cats contract their form of AIDS naturally, as do 
humans, and often live in a human environment as well.
Supported by a $750,000 grant from the National In­
stitutes of Health National Cancer Institute, Dr. Wayne 
Tompkins, professor of veterinary pathobiology at the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine, 
and Dr. Mary Tompkins, clinical assistant professor of 
veterinary pathobiology at the college, will be studying 
feline leukemia virus (FeLV)-induced immunodeficien­
cy disease in cats.
According to Dr. Mary Tompkins, approximately one 
percent of the nation’s cat population is infected with 
FeLV. Up to 30 percent of multiple cat households 
have FeLV-positive cats. Although not all of these cats 
show clinical signs of disease, their immune system is 
nevertheless impaired. It can be predicted that approx­
imately 50 percent of infected cats will develop clinical 
disease within a 2-year period. These epidemiological 
features of FeLV infections are remarkably similar to 
those of human AIDS virus infections.
As with AIDS, a FeLV-affected cat’s immune system 
is impaired and the cat becomes prone to almost any in­
fection that it comes in contact with. The cat is unable to 
resist the common bacteria, viruses or fungi to which it 
may be exposed. Similar to human AIDS patients, most 
FeLV-positive cats die from secondary infectious 
diseases such as pneumonia. Some cats may harbor a 
latent, or inactive, FeLV infection for years, then sud­
denly the virus becomes active, the immune system 
deteriorates, and the cats succumb to another infection 
they come in contact with.
The Tompkins’s goal in the new NIH-sponsored proj­
ect is to isolate the individual components of the feline 
immune system as a precurser to learning exactly what 
part of the system is affected by the virus and ultimately 
to find ways to correct the defect and treat the disease.
When viruses such as FeLV enter the body, the body 
activates a multi-faceted defense. The first line of 
defense consists of macrophages, immune cells which 
are designed to engulf and destroy infectious agents. 
However, the feline leukemia virus is too virulent for the 
macrophages to be effective, so the macrophages signal 
“T-helper cells” to the presence of the viral invader. The 
T-helper cells are central to the body’s defense system 
because they activate and regulate the system’s subse­
quent immune response by producing molecules such 
as interleukin 2 and interferon. These substances in turn 
activate specific killer cells and enable them to fight off 
invading organisms.
The problem with both AIDS and FeLV is that the 
disease either renders the T-helper immune system in­
effective at some point, or eliminates it altogether, 
thereby blocking the immune surveillance system and 
allowing infectious agents to enter the host’s body and 
take over unchecked. From previous research, the 
Tompkins have found that T-helper cells in FeLV- 
infected cats are unable to produce interleukin 2.
The solution to FeLV infections comes in finding 
where the defect or block in the immune system occurs. 
To pinpoint the cause, researchers must be able to iden­
tify and separate the different types of cells that work in 
the body’s defense system and determine which cells 
are targets of the virus. The UIUC project will focus on 
the alliance that exists between macrophages and 
T-helper cells in generating the effector cells and 
molecules (such as interleukin 2) that work in the body’s 
defense system.
The Tompkins now know that most cats with clinical 
FeLV disease are defective in T-helper function and 
cannot produce interleukin 2. However, they have also 
determined that some cats with FeLV have interleukin 
2, yet do not have detectable killer cell activity. They 
assume that means the T-helper cells in these cats are 
able to manufacture the interleukin 2, but its action is 
being blocked at some other point. Perhaps of greater 
significance, they have observed that a certain popula­
tion of asymptomatic FeLV-infected cats also are immu- 
nosuppressed and are unable to produce interleukin 2 
and killer cells. Whether these are the cats destined to 
develop clinical disease becomes an important question.
Work supported by funds from the Morris Animal 
Foundation and the Illinois chapter of the American 
Cancer Society brought the Tompkins to this point in 
their research. In her work with FeLV and cats, Dr. 
Mary Tompkins performed the first direct measurement 
of helper cell function in the cat when she identified a 
cell that can measure the presence of interleukin 2. She 
has also identified killer cells against FeLV leukemia 
cells that were activated by the interleukin 2. Conse­
quently, researchers can now tell whether the helper 
T-cells and killer cells are working.
Drs. Wayne and Mary Tompkins think they have the 
model that will help them determine the immunological 
transition a cat makes when progressing from a sup­
pressed “carrier” form of FeLV infection to actual 
disease. If their assumptions are correct, they believe 
they’ll be able to predict which carrier cats will become ill 
and why. The Tompkins also believe that observations 
made on the feline disease will have direct application 
to better understanding human AIDS.
However, they can only test their assumptions if they 
develop a method of tracking the T-helper cells in the 
cat’s immune system so they can observe them and 
measure their function in cats at various stages of FeLV 
infection.
To do this, different monoclonal antibodies that will 
bind to and identify each kind of cell in the immune 
system must be produced. Currently, the Tompkins can 
identify the byproducts of T-helper cells in cats -  the 
interleukin 2 and interferon -  but they haven’t yet 
identified the T-helper cells. Once this work is complete 
(which the Tompkins estimate will take at least two 
years), they will be able to study exactly what happens 
with this cell population when a cat is infected with FeLV.
“The University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medi­
cine is one of only about four institutions in the country 
that could do this study,” Dr. Wayne Tompkins says. 
“Over the past 5 to 6 years, Mary has worked extensive­
ly with cats and their immune systems and has devel­
oped a nationally recognized expertise in feline im­
munology. Two other advantages for the University of
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Dr. Mary Tompkins works with one of her feline leuke­mia research cats.
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine are the avail­
ability of sophisticated equipment necessary to the 
research in other cooperating units on campus and the 
collaboration of the college’s outstanding clinical on­
cology faculty.”
In their endeavor to identify and isolate cells from the 
cat’s immune system, the Tompkins have access to state 
of the art equipment in the university’s year-old Cell 
Science Laboratory. A  fluorescent activated cell sorter 
(FACS) was recently acquired on the University of Illi­
nois campus and is available for their use. It will make 
work on monitoring the components of infected cats’ 
immune systems proceed much more quickly.
Through close cooperation with Dr. Greg Ogilvie, of 
the college’s clinical staff, the Tompkins have access to 
cats infected with FeLV. In recent months, Dr. Ogilvie 
has identified a population of FeLV-infected cats that 
will be vital to the next stages of research. Within their 
own department, Dr. Gail Scherba, virologist, and Dr.
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Innovative Food Animal Training Program Set For Summer
Candidate selection is underway for the College of 
Veterinary Medicine’s inaugural class in its Integrated 
Food Animal Management Systems (IFAMS) training 
program. Less than a year ago, after meeting with 
swine practitioners, pork producers and industrial rep­
resentatives, the College announced plans to imple­
ment an innovative training program designed to train 
graduate veterinarians as management consultants for 
positions with swine clients and in related industrial 
organizations. Now, the IFAMS program is set to begin 
with its first class in July of 1987. Dr. William Wagner, 
head of veterinary biosciences, reports that applicant in­
terviews will be held in early March to select the first two 
trainees. The interview committee will include represen­
tatives from the campus units involved as well as private 
practitioners and industrial personnel.
According to Dean Richard E. Dierks, the IFAMS 
Program was developed in response to current indus­
trial trends and needs. Students will begin their training 
program during the University’s second summer session 
and continue their classroom training during the fall ses­
sion. They’ll then begin 40 weeks of training in a variety 
of industrial and practice settings in January 1988. Dr. 
Dierks expects the eighteen-month long training pro­
gram will eventually address other food animal produc­
tion systems in beef, dairy, sheep and poultry as well as 
the equine breeding farms, but it will be limited to swine 
at this time.
The academic community, according to Dr. Dierks, 
has a responsibility to address the changing needs of 
animal agriculture and to formulate training programs 
that are suitable for meeting the future needs of the in­
dustry. He is even more convinced of this need after 
completing an administrative leave in the fall of 1986, 
visiting production and industrial agricultural operations 
in Europe and the United States.
A  program in swine production was selected as the 
pilot program for a number of reasons. The swine in­
dustry in the United States is undergoing many of the 
changes experienced by the poultry industry a decade
Clinicians Lead Specialty Groups
Two of the college’s clinicians have recently been 
chosen to head their specialty groups. The American 
College of Veterinary Anesthesiologists (ACVA) 
selected Dr. Gordon J. Benson as their president-elect 
at their annual meeting in October. The ACVA is a na­
tional organization of certified veterinary anesthesiol­
ogists. One month later, Dr. Thomas Burke was elected 
president-elect of the American Association of Zoo 
Veterinarians (AAZV) during their annual meeting in 
Chicago. The AAZV  has about 600 members world­
wide. The group’s purpose is to further education and 
research on the veterinary aspects of non-domestic 
animal species.
Dr. Benson will serve as president-elect of the ACVA 
during 1987 and will assume the presidency of the 
organization in 1988, during the Third International 
Congress of Veterinary Anesthesia in Brisbane, Aus­
tralia. The Congress occurs every three years, attracting 
an international gathering of veterinary anesthesiologists. 
Currently, the ACVA consists of 62 board certified mem­
bers in the United States, Australia, Canada and New 
Zealand. Part of Dr. Benson’s duties will include over­
seeing the group’s certification examination.
Dr. Burke has worked with exotic animals for years, 
accepting patients ranging from guinea pigs to snakes 
and elephants. He has been a member of the AAZV  ex­
ecutive board since 1978 and has served as the group’s 
secretary and treasurer. The AAZV  membership is 
comprised not only of zoo veterinarians, but of practi­
tioners who deal with non-domestic species.
ago. The University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine finds itself situated in one of the nation’s 
leading pork-producing states. And the college, in co­
operation with other campus units in animal sciences 
and agricultural economics, has the existing staff, facili­
ties and resources to undertake this effort. Dr. Gregg 
BeVier, adjunct assistant professor in veterinary bio­
sciences, will serve as the coordinator of the program.
Trainees accepted in the program will combine a 
strong academic background with practice experience 
and are expected to purchase a portable computer. The 
training provided in the IFAMS program is intended to 
add consultative and management skills to the expertise 
gained during a veterinarian’s education and practice 
experience. During the training program, trainees 
develop skills in computer operation, epidemiological 
investigations, business and marketing, nutrition, en­
vironment and housing, management and communica­
tion. Each graduate will be expected to understand the 
food chain, the delivery of a product to the consumer 
and the profitability necessary for a production unit to 
survive. In short, the trainees are expected to add 
business, management and production skills to their 
veterinary training at the end of the eighteen-month 
session.
IFAMS trainees will spend one summer session and 
the fall semester completing course work in animal 
science, agricultural economics and veterinary medicine. 
From January to October 1988, the trainees will con­
tinue their training at field locations with designated 
mentors in veterinary practices and in industry. This 
training will include time in swine production units, in 
specialized veterinary practices, and with industrial con­
cerns engaged in nutrition, farm management, market­
ing and swine genetic stock developmen't. Other expe­
riences will be developed within regulatory agencies, 
within the meat packing industry, and within the 
economic community. Each of the participating organi­
zations is contributing personnel with a commitment to 
intensive interaction with each of the trainees. In some 
instances, travel, housing and other support will also be 
provided by the firms. The program planners feel the 
industrial experience is the key element of the training 
program. The training program will conclude with the 
last two months on the University of Illinois campus as 
the trainees present, in seminars and food animal elec­
tive courses for senior veterinary students, case studies 
assembled during the field training.
Two Clinicians Certified In Internal Medicine
Dr. Jonathan H. Foreman, assistant professor of vet­
erinary clinical medicine, and Dr. Gregory K. Ogilvie, 
also an assistant professor of veterinary clinical 
medicine, have passed their certifying examinations in 
veterinary internal medicine, making them Diplomates 
of the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine 
with a sub-specialty in internal medicine. Other sub­
specialties include cardiology and neurology.
Internal medicine is one of 14 veterinary specialty 
boards. To become a diplomate, a veterinarian must 
first complete an internship and residency, and then 
take a general qualifying examination which covers in­
ternal medicine for both large and small animals. If the 
qualifying examination is passed, one becomes eligible 
to take the certifying examination in a chosen sub-spe­
cialty as long as one has been out of school for at least 
five years and has an adequate number of publications.
Dr. Foreman received his DVM degree from the Uni­
versity of Georgia in 1981. He then earned his MS 
degree in veterinary science from Washington State 
University, Pullman, in 1984, subsequently serving 
both an internship in equine medicine and surgery and 
a residency in equine internal medicine at the same in­
stitution. Dr. Foreman accepted his position at the Uni­
versity of Illinois in 1985. He is especially interested in 
exercise-related cardiopulmonary and musculoskeletal 
diseases in Thoroughbred racehorses.
Dr. Ogilvie received his DVM degree in 1981 from 
Colorado State University. After completing a National 
Institutes of Health Fellowship at the Wisconsin 
Regional Primate Research Center, he served an intern­
ship in small animal medicine and surgery at the Veteri­
nary Clinic of West Hartford, P.C., West Hartford, 
Connecticut. Following completion of the internship in 
1982, he served a residency in internal medicine at 
Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine and 
Angell Memorial Animal Hospital in Boston, Massachu­
setts. In 1984, Dr. Ogilvie accepted his current position 
at the University of Illinois. His primary interests include 
current diagnostic and therapeutic methods of oncology 
and cardiology. He is currently the director of the Uni­
versity of Illinois Comparative Oncology Program.
Veterinary Computer Symposium Set for UIUC Campus
Interested in computers and their applications to 
veterinary medicine, then mark September 26-29 on 
your calendar. The College and the American Veteri­
nary Computer Society are hosting the Fifth Sympo­
sium on Computer Applications in Veterinary Medicine 
at the Illini Union on the University of Illinois Campus 
that weekend.
The three day program will be packed with the latest 
information on computer applications in practice, 
teaching and research. General sessions on the current 
status and future of computers in veterinary medicine, 
featuring nationally-recognized experts, will be followed 
by concurrent breakout sessions on practice manage­
ment, computer-aided diagnosis, database and spread­
sheet applications, herd health/economics, administra­
tion, teaching and research.
Special attention has been given to programs of in­
terest to veterinary practitioners. The popular “hands- 
on” microcomputer workshops for novices and expe­
rienced users will again be offered. Numerous exhibitors 
and vendors of computer hardware and software for 
practice, teaching and research will also be demonstrat­
ing their products. Time and space will be provided for 
after-hours meetings for special interest and user groups.
New features for this symposium include:
• Microcomputer workstations throughout the con­
ference for sharing of public domain software.
• Up to 24 hours of continuing education credit 
from the College’s Office of Continuing Education 
and Public Service. Create your own curriculum.
• For the first time, the symposium schedule in­
cludes the weekend to facilitate practitioner atten­
dance and take advantage of reduced airfares.
Dr. Ronald D. Smith, professor of veterinary pathobi- 
ology, is serving as conference coordinator. If you are in­
terested in making a presentation at the seminar or in 
demonstrating or exhibiting at the symposium, contact 
Dr. Smith at the College, 2001 S. Lincoln, Urbana. His 
phone number is 217-333-3290. Deadline for abstracts 
or other types of participation is April 15.
Researcher Receives Grant For Macrophage Study
Reducing lung injury caused by environmental pollu­
tants and infectious agents may be the result of research 
being performed by Dr. Timothy A. Bertram, assistant 
professor of veterinary pathobiology. Dr. Bertram re­
cently received an additional grant to help support the 
research he is conducting on intravascular macro­
phages.
In October, Dr. Bertram received $5,000 for his 
research from the American Lung Association of East­
ern Illinois during the organization’s annual meeting in 
Pontiac. His project, entitled “Maturation of the Pulmo­
nary Intravascular Macrophage”, is also being funded by 
the Lung Association of Illinois and the American Lung 
Association.
According to Dr. Bertram, intravascular macro­
phages -  or large, protective “killer” cells which eat and 
kill invading cells, bacteria, or viruses that circulate in 
the host’s bloodstream -  were not discovered until ap­
proximately three years ago. Prior to that time, scien­
tists assumed that most macrophages in the lung were 
alveolar, or existing in the lung’s air pockets. The “new” 
macrophages were discovered while doing research on 
pigs, and were found to protect the host’s lungs by 
cleaning the blood which circulates through them.
Macrophages have always been of interest to re­
searchers because they help protect the lungs from 
foreign bodies, including disease organisms. Dr. Ber­
tram’s current research project is looking at the pulmo­
nary intravascular macrophage’s role in protecting the 
lungs from injury. This might eventually be extrapolated 
to apply to the entire body as well.
Intravascular macrophages line the surface of lung 
capillaries. Because of this ideal location as well as their 
function, the researchers hope to target drugs used for 
treating lung diseases to these macrophages. It’s possi­
ble that the macrophages would not only put the drugs 
directly into the area of the diseased lungs where they’ll 
be most beneficial, but would also reduce toxic side- 
effects associated with the drugs. Ultimately, better con­
trol of chronic lung diseases could result.
To date, intravascular macrophages have been con­
firmed in pigs, cats, rats, and ruminants. They haven’t 
been studied in humans yet, but Dr. Bertram presumes 
that these macrophages will be found in humans since 
they seem to be present in any animals which have 
been exposed to a variety of disease organisms and en­
vironmental pollutants.
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Foal Pneumonia Human-Animal Bond Subject Answers Sought For Phi Zeta Symposium
Do ammonia levels in stalls have a bearing on 
pneumonia in foals? Researchers at the University of Illi­
nois College of Veterinary Medicine suspect that high 
ammonia levels may be one factor that increases a foal’s 
susceptibility to pneumonia-causing organisms. They 
are currently completing research designed to measure 
ammonia levels under varying circumstances and to 
evaluate methods of control. Their project is supported 
by the Illinois Department of Agriculture and the state 
Thoroughbred and Standardbred breeders’ funds.
Foal pneumonia is a complicated disease and there 
are no simple prevention methods. For one thing, it can 
be caused by a variety of airborne organisms. The term 
foal pneumonia is just a general term for respiratory 
problems that can occur in young horses. The problem 
is most common in 2 to 6-month-old foals, although 
cases can occur anywhere between birth to 12 months.
According to Dr. John Thurmon, a professor of 
veterinary clinical medicine at the college and one of the 
primary investigators on the project, a survey of 
approximately 1,000 Illinois horse farms initiated two 
years ago and recently analyzed did not pinpoint any 
one factor as the cause of foal pneumonia. Instead, the 
researchers discovered a variety of conditions that 
seemed to contribute to the problem on different farms. 
Ammonia level was just one of those factors.
To date, the natural route of transmission of the 
disease is unknown, notes Dr. Thurmon. It’s probably 
transmitted via either the respiratory or digestive tracts. 
Whether it’s by aerosol inhalation, swallowing of respi­
ratory tract exudate, or by ingestion of contaminated 
material has not been fully determined. Any of these 
routes can result in experimentally-induced disease. 
Rhodococcus equi, the most devastating causative 
agent of foal pneumonia, can be isolated from both 
respiratory tract exudate and feces. Therefore, these 
are the most likely routes of transmission.
“Primarily, we believe that foal pneumonia occurs 
secondary to other factors,” Dr. Thurmon says. “The 
biggest predisposing factor seems to be stress. And 
stress includes any change in the foal’s environment, in­
cluding its feed and water, its daily routine, hauling, 
showing, or weaning. Once stressed, the foal is more 
prone to additional stress factors. These include excess 
dust, noxious gases, humidity, temperature changes, or 
airborne bacteria in the environment.”
Since one percent of all foals that are affected by foal 
pneumonia die, and since the disease is so widespread, 
horse owners would like to know how to prevent the 
disease. Dr. Thurman suggests making an effort to 
reduce stress to the foal, decrease exposure to other 
horses and infectious agents during the time of greatest 
susceptibility, and to provide the foal with fresh, clean 
air and adequate ventilation. Also, horse owners should 
monitor foals for signs of pneumonia and institute 
prompt veterinary diagnosis and treatment. The sooner 
proper treatment is started, the more successful it will 
be. On some farms, vaccinations against respiratory 
diseases may be helpful as well. Signs of foal pneumo­
nia may include lethargy, rapid or labored breathing, 
nasal discharge, recurrent coughing, and reluctance of 
the foal to nurse or move about on its own.
From the survey results, researchers suspect that en­
vironmental factors such as dust, humidity, temperature 
and toxic volatile compounds such as ammonia interact 
to cause a foal’s natural airway defense mechanisms to 
weaken, therefore allowing greater exposure of the 
lower respiratory tract to the disease-causing organism 
and permitting pneumonia to develop.
Ammonia and other causative environmental factors 
are most likely to be present in stalls, because stalls are 
generally enclosed and usually are poorly ventilated. 
Therefore, in addition to reducing stress to the foal, 
horse owners should be especially careful to provide 
proper stall ventilation and reduce ammonia levels as 
much as possible in an effort to prevent foal pneumonia.
Ammonia has been shown to inhibit the natural respi­
ratory system defense mechanisms in pigs. The extent 
of damage depends on the concentration of ammonia 
and the duration of exposure.
Assuming that horses would react similarly to this irri­
tant, Illinois researchers performed controlled tests and 
found that ammonia levels in stalls were highest near 
the stall floor to a height of about three feet, which is 
exactly the level at which a foal would be breathing 
because of its size and because it tends to lay down 
more often than an adult horse. Therefore, decreasing 
ammonia levels in the foal’s environment may also help 
prevent foal pneumonia. Related studies showed that 
the addition of limestone to stalls helped decrease the 
level of ammonia in the air. Also a new product, PDZR 
(Tenneco), is formulated to absorb ammonia from bed­
ding and manure when applied to the stall floor. This 
product was shown to be superior to limestone in de­
creasing stall ammonia concentrations whether the stall 
was bedded with straw or sawdust.
Treatment of foal pneumonia has been less than sat­
isfactory to date. Historically, cases have been treated
The relationship between animals and humans has 
received considerable public attention in the last 
decade. In an attempt to inform the academic com­
munity at large and provide veterinary students and 
faculty at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine with a solid base upon which to make human- 
animal interaction decisions, the local Mu Chapter of 
the National Society of Phi Zeta, a veterinary honor 
society, has scheduled the Phi Zeta Symposium on the 
Human/Animal Bond for Tuesday, April 21, 1987. 
The event, which will be held from 1:30 to 6 pm in the 
Foellinger Auditorium on the UI campus, is dedicated 
to Leo K. Bustad, DVM, PhD and dean emeritus at 
Washington State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine. Dr. Bustad is one of the original proponents 
of the human/animal bond.
Dr. Bustad will be on the University of Illinois campus 
during April as a George Miller Visiting Professor. As 
part of the program which is funding his visit, he is 
scheduled to give a MillerComm lecture entitled “The 
Living Bond -  People, Animals and the Environmenf 
on April 27th at 7 pm. He will also be teaching two one- 
hour electives during his stay. One, for senior veterinary 
students, will deal with the human/companion animal 
bond. The other is an open elective entitled “Reverence 
for Life”.
During the Phi Zeta Symposium, the human/animal 
bond will be examined from a variety of angles by pro-
Computers and movie film are being put to use as 
research aids in lameness studies in dogs at the Univer­
sity of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine. By filming 
normal dogs and analyzing their gait, Dr. Gerald Pi- 
janowski, associate professor of veterinary biosciences, 
will develop models of the way dogs walk. From these 
normal models, he expects to gain information which 
will help him evaluate dogs with lameness and to devel­
op better methods of diagnosing and treating them.
Ultimately, Dr. Pijanowski and his fellow researchers 
would like to determine some way to provide support 
for the bones during healing which will encourage the 
bone to grow as strong as it will need to be when the 
support is removed. Currently, one method veterinari­
ans use to repair fractured bones is metal plates, which 
are placed surgically on bones and screwed into place. 
The problem is that the artificial support provided by 
these plates takes the physical load off of the bone and 
as a result the bone loses strength during the healing 
process.
To get an idea of the forces a dog’s bones must take, 
Dr. Pijanowski and his research team are using force 
plates that measure how hard a dog’s leg hits the 
ground when it is running. “The resulting data, com­
bined with filmed studies of the normal motion of dogs’ 
limbs, will provide us with background biological infor-
The 1986 recognition awards from the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine’s Alumni Asso­
ciation were presented to Dr. Charles W. Salzman of 
Aroma Park and Dr. Ernest G. Boone Jr. of Lisle during 
Fall Conference. Dr. Salzman received the Association’s 
Award of Merit, while Dr. Boone was presented the 
Service Award. The Award of Merit, given annually to 
an alum, is presented for extraordinary interest and 
loyalty to the College and for outstanding success and 
distinction in the profession of veterinary medicine. The 
Service Award is presented to a non-alum who has 
demonstrated by his or her actions devotion to the vet­
erinary medical profession and who has contributed sig­
nificantly to the development of the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine.
Dr. Salzman graduated from Illinois in 1965. He has 
been active in the Illinois State VMA, holding numerous 
offices in that organization, including president in 1982. 
He has also served as president of his local Lions Club, 
as chairman of the board of the Methodist Church, and
with antimicrobial drugs and by symptomatic therapy 
including bronchodilatory drugs and nebulization. As 
knowledge of the pathophysiology of the disease in­
creases and as veterinarians gain more experience with 
therapy methods, treatment methods should continue 
to improve.
Pneumonia is most likely to develop in spring, 
although Standardbreds in the survey had a high inci­
dence in the fall (September- Novem ber). It was 
speculated that this might be due to the later foaling 
season in that breed, making the foals younger than 
average during a time of year when temperatures fluc­
tuate a great deal and possibly making them more sus­
ceptible to infection.
fessionals who regularly deal with the legal, educa­
tional, therapeutic and animal owner’s aspects of the 
bond between humans and animals. The evolution of 
these bonds will also be examined. In conclusion, Dr. 
Bustad will tie the varied speaker’s ideas together in an 
overview of the subject.
Speakers will include Susan Cohen, MSW, a counse­
lor at the Animal Medical Center in New York; attorney 
Florence Dunbar, PhD, from Casselberry, Florida; 
Aaron Katcher, MD, a long-time proponent of the 
human/companion animal bond from the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine; William F. 
McCulloch, DVM, MPH, an educator from Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine; and Jean M. Tebay, 
MS, director of Therapeutic Riding Services, Inc. in 
Maryland.
The Symposium is sponsored by the Mu Chapter of 
Phi Zeta, the National Society of Phi Zeta and the UI 
College of Veterinary Medicine. Grants from Beecham 
Laboratories, the Brach Foundation and Florence Dun­
bar helped make the program possible.
Although the symposium has been developed for 
veterinary students and faculty, all interested persons 
are encouraged to attend. Further information is avail­
able from Dr. Erwin Small, Associate Dean of Alumni & 
Public Affairs, UI College of Veterinary Medicine.
mation,” he says. “From this information we will be able 
to develop mathematical equations that will be useful 
when placing support mechanisms on injured limbs.”
The researchers hope this information will enable 
them to design appliances that will give a controlled 
load to the healing bone. They want the bone to have 
enough support during healing, but also to be used 
enough to stimulate the bone to grow during the pro­
cess and be adequately strong when the supports are 
removed.
Dr. Ann Johnson, a veterinary surgeon who 
specializes in orthopedics, performs bone grafts, where 
she inserts bone that has been harvested from cadavers 
and sterilized into a badly fractured area. The donated 
bone is held in place by metal plates, and eventually 
new bone growth replaces the donated bone. Again, 
the support methods are the key, because although 
they must hold the grafted bone in place, they also must 
permit the bone to receive enough workload to stimu­
late the new bone to grow strong enough to support 
normal activity once the supports are removed.
Once the research team determines the most bene­
ficial method of supporting fractures, those techniques 
can be practiced by veterinarians nationwide. As a 
result, injured dogs will have a more positive prognosis.
is a member of Elks, the Moose Club, and the local 
Chamber of Commerce. Dr. Salzman has dedicated his 
career to organized veterinary medicine in Illinois.
Dr. Boone earned his DVM degree from Ohio State 
University in 1956. After 23 years of clinical practice, he 
returned to college for additional surgical training and 
subsequently established a successful surgical referral 
practice. He has published several articles in veterinary 
journals, including materials discussing the “trochlear 
recession wedge” technique for deepening of the femoral 
trochlear groove while preserving the normal articular 
cartilage. Dr. Boone researched and developed the 
technique which is now referenced extensively in surgi­
cal literature. Dr. Boone is currently an adjunct profes­
sor of veterinary clinical medicine at the University of 
Illinois. He has been instrumental in obtaining funds for 
two surgical investigations at the college.
Dr. Richard Tyler (center), outgoing president of the veterinary alumni association from Byron, after presenting the association’s Service Award to Dr. Ernest Boone Jr. (left) and its Award of Merit to Dr. Charles Salzman. The annual awards are presented at the Fall Conference each year.
Lameness Studies Analyze Canine Gait
Alumni Awards To Drs. Boone, Salzman
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Dr. Nancy Leveque, 1958, joined the AVMA staff in 
late 1986 as an assistant editor in the Publications Divi­
sion. Prior to joining the AVMA, she served as Director 
of the Veterinary Clinical Pathology Service of Asso­
ciated Pathologists Laboratories in Las Vegas, Nevada.
o
Dr. James Finnell, 1955, of Gilman, IL, was elected 
to and is serving a six year term on the AVMA Judicial 
Council.
o
Dr. David McConnell, 1956, of Dundee, was the first 
ever veterinary candidate for the University of Illinois 
Board of Trustees in fall elections. Dr. McConnell ran a 
strong campaign but was unsuccessful as Democrats 
held on to all three seats up for election. He was recent­
ly named to an at-large seat on the University of Illinois 
Alumni Board.
o
Dr. Richard B. Fink, 1952, Whittier, California, is 
president-elect of the AVMA and will become the first 
Illinois alum to hold the position of AVMA president this 
summer in Chicago. He has held every major office in 
the Southern California VM A as well as the presidency 
of the California VMA. Dr. Fink served five years on the 
California VM A Executive Committee and six years on 
the AVMA Executive Board, including a term as board 
chairman in 1983-84. From 1980-85, he was vice 
president of the AVMA Foundation. Dr. Fink is a 
member of the University of Illinois President’s Council.
o
Two Illinois alumni were among those honored by the 
Illinois State VM A at their recent convention in Spring- 
field. Dr. Robert McKinney, 1962, Jacksonville, 
received the association’s 1986 Service Award for 
meritorious service to the profession. The ISVMA gave 
a special appreciation award to Dr. William H. 
Wright, 1966, Rochester, for his many years of 
dedicated time and talent to the association’s legislative 
committee. Dr. Wright is stepping down as chairman of 
the committee. Dr. Lloyd Helper, 1955, in one of his 
final acts as president of the ISVMA gave the President's 
Award to Dr. Dan Parmer of Chicago for his many 
years of sustained service to the profession. Dr. Parmer 
currently serves as chairman of the ISVMA’s impaired 
veterinarian committee.
o
During the California VM A meeting in San Diego in 
November, Dean Richard Dierks and Dr. Erwin Small 
hosted an alumni gathering at the meeting. Alumni on 
hand included Dr. and Mrs. Richard Fink, 1952, 
Whittier, CA; Dr. Richard Haars, 1966, San Carlos, 
CA; Dr. and Mrs. Charles Hendricks, 1963, 
Anaheim, CA; Dr. Paula Johnson, 1969, La Mesa, 
CA; Dr. Michael Kelly, 1970, San Diego; Dr. 
Joseph Killian, 1973, San Francisco, CA; Dr. 
William Pasco, 1972, Costa Mesa, CA; Dr. Joan 
Schaeffler, 1957, Orinda, CA; Dr. Daryl Schawel, 
1975, Martinez, CA; Dr. Alan Schwartz, 1981, 
Moorpark, CA; and Dr. Lee Wilson, 1960, Pleasant 
Hill, CA.
o
Dr. Robert W. Bishop, 1963, was a candidate for 
vice president of the Pennsylvania VM A in 1987. A  
small animal practitioner in West Wyoming, PA, he has 
been active as a trustee in the PVMA.
o
A  book written by Chris Walkowicz and Dr. Bonnie 
Wilcox, 1968, Milan, IL, received the Dog Writers 
Association of America’s award as Best Book of the 
Year. “Successful Dog Breeding: The Complete Hand­
book of Canine Midwifery” is published by Arco Pub­
lishers, New York.
o
Dr. William G. Huber, 1952, is Associate Dean for 
Research and Graduate Studies for the Virginia-Mary­
land Regional College of Veterinary Medicine. He had 
been director of the graduate program at Mississippi 
State University and program director for the Consorti­
um for Research on Minor Use Animal Drugs. Several 
University of Illinois scientists are also involved in the 
Consortium’s research.
Dr. Richard De Bowes, 1979, is head of the equine 
section at Kansas State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine.
o
Dr. Gregory V. Williams, 1975, is president of the 
Nevada State VMA. He has practiced in Reno since 
1975. He is also director of the Reno Rodeo Associa­
tion, the Nevada State Ducks Unlimited auctioneer and 
a resource leader for Washoe County 4-H.
o
Dr. Geary Olsen, 1976, is an environmental and oc­
cupational epidemiologist for Dow Chemical USA in 
Midland, MI. He completed his PhD at Minnesota in 
September 1985.
o
Dr. Edward Kopel, 1980, is working for Masstock 
Saudia Limited in Saudi Arabia. He is teaching and 
providing preventive health services for several large 
dairy herds.
o
Dr. Michael Garvey, 1974, was seen on a Washing­
ton-based cable show in Champaign during January 
talking about pet care and the Animal Medical Center in 
New York City where he is Chief of Medicine.
o
Dr.. E. Charles Hendricks, 1963, Anaheim, Califor­
nia, was chosen as director for the Far West Region of 
the American Animal Hospital Association in 1986.
o
Dr. Larry Millis, 1965, and Dr. Erwin Small were 
featured in a series of articles on You and Your Pet in a 
January issue of the St. Louis Post Dispatch Magazine. 
Dr. Millis practices in St. Louis.
o
Dr. William Dolowy, 1953, practices in Mercer 
Island, Washington, while continuing his research on 
virus-induced mammary tumors in mice that he con­
ducted earlier at the University of Illinois-Chicago and 
the University of Washington.
Illini Plan AVMA
An alumni planning committee has completed ar­
rangements for the annual Illinois veterinary alumni 
meeting held in conjunction with the American Veteri­
nary Medical Association Annual Meeting each year. 
Illini attending the 124th AVMA meeting in Chicago this 
summer have a fun reunion on tap, thanks to the efforts 
of a planning committee composed of Dr. David Mc­
Connell, 1956, Dundee; Dr. William Augustine, 1975, 
Malta; and Dr. George Fehrenbacher, 1952, Wyoming.
This year’s reunion will be a three-hour cruise and 
dinner aboard the MV TRINIDAD. The 150 passenger 
boat is scheduled to depart from a landing on Wacker 
Drive near the Hyatt at 7 p.m. on July 21. All Illini on 
board will enjoy a buffet dinner, cruise Chicago’s water-
IN MEMORIAM 1986
Dr. Bernard H. Haberman, 41, of Rockville, Mary­
land, died March 25, 1986. After graduation from the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine in 
1969, he practiced for several years before joining the 
Food and Drug Administration in 1973 as a staff patho­
logist. He moved to the Carcinogen Assessment Group 
at the Environmental Protection Agency in 1978. 
Memorials may be made in his memory to the Aplastic 
Anemia Foundation, Johns Hopkins University Hospi­
tal, Baltimore, Maryland.
o
Dr. Diana M. Jenkins died June 16, 1986 in Chino, 
California. She graduated from the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine in 1983.
o
Dr. James Lamar died August 18, 1986. A  member 
of the class of 1963, he had an equine racetrack practice 
in Chicago.
o
Dr. John B. Palenske, 61, died March 4, 1986, after 
a lengthy illness at his home in Woodstock. After 
graduation from the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine in 1957, he practiced in Wilmette. 
In 1961 he established the Woodstock Animal Hospital 
and practiced there until his retirement in 1982.
o
Dr. Alan J. Pask died May 1986. Dr. Pask, a 1974 
graduate, was in small animal practice in New York. He 
completed an internship and residency at the Animal 
Medical Center and was a Diplomate in the American 
College of Veterinary Internal Medicine.
o
Dr. Rodger Snodgrass, a member of the class of 
1972, died September 24, 1986. He owned the Mid- 
North Animal Hospital in Chicago for 12 years.
o
Dr. Glenn G. Stastny of Elmhurst died March 15, 
1986. A  1978 graduate of the University of Illinois Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine, he practiced in Mundelein.
Lake Cruise
way, enjoy Lake Michigan’s cool breeze on a hot sum­
mer night, and enjoy one of the world’s most spec­
tacular skylines. The cost will be $25.00 per person.
This will be an opportunity to meet classmates and 
their spouses; honor Dr. and Mrs. Richard Fink, the 
AVMA’s new president and one of our alums; and visit 
with Dean and Mrs. Richard Dierks.
Please use the attached form to contact Dr. Erwin 
Small, c/o College of Veterinary Medicine at the Uni­
versity of Illinois for reservations. Your check should be 
made to the University of Illinois Veterinary Alumni 
Association. Space is limited, so act quickly to be a part 
of this evening.
Please make ___________ reservations for the Illini Lake Michigan Cruise on the MV TRINIDAD
on July 21 during the AVMA Convention in Chicago. Enclosed is my check for___ ($25 per person)




Reservations are on a first come, first served basis. Please return as soon as possible to assure yourself a spot on this fun excursion to Dr. Erwin Small, 3225 Vet Med Basic Sciences Building, University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine, 2001 S. Lincoln Awe., Urbana, IL 61801. Telephone: (217) 333-6763.
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DR. JoANN C. EURELL is assistant professor of mor­
phology in veterinary biosciences. She came to the Uni­
versity in the fall from a position as assistant professor of 
anatomy at the Hahnemann University School of Medi­
cine in Philadelphia.
A  native of Indiana, Dr. Eurell received her DVM 
degree from Purdue University in 1974. She received 
her MS in veterinary anatomy from Purdue in 1975 and 
then completed her PhD at Texas A&M  in veterinary 
anatomy in 1979. While completing her graduate 
studies, Dr. Eurell was a graduate instructor in 
veterinary anatomy at Purdue and then an instructor 
and subsequently an assistant professor in veterinary 
anatomy at Texas A&M.
In 1979, Dr. Eurell accepted a position as an adjunct 
assistant professor in metabolism at the University of 
Florida. One year later, she became an assistant pro­
fessor of anatomy with a joint appointment in veterinary 
radiology at Florida. She was honored by veterinary 
students at Florida as one of their teachers of the year in 
1982. Dr. Eurell’s major research interests are in the 
area of bone and joint pathobiology with special em­
phasis on the vertebral column.
o
DR. THOMAS E. EURELL is assistant professor of 
toxicology in veterinary biosciences. He came to the Uni­
versity in the fall from a position as assistant professor in 
the department of anatomy at the Hahnemann Univer­
sity School of Medicine in Philadelphia. He also held an 
adjunct position in clinical immunology at the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine.
After completing his undergraduate education at 
Rutgers, Dr. Eurell received MS and PhD degrees from 
Texas A&M. He completed his studies for the DVM 
degree at the University of Florida in 1983 and then 
spent one year as an assistant professor of clinical im­
munology at the University of Pennsylvania before join­
ing the faculty at Hahnemann University.
Dr. Eurell’s research interests include acute phase 
reactive proteins, the differentiation of immune effector 
cells, immunopathogenesis of infectious and noninfec- 
tious diseases, and soluble mediators in the immune 
response.
o
DR. REX A. HESS is assistant professor of morphol­
ogy in veterinary biosciences. Dr. Hess came to the Col­
lege from a position as project scientist with Northrop 
Services at Research Triangle, North Carolina. He was 
working with the Environmental Protection Agency in 
developmental biology.
Dr. Hess completed his BS studies and an MS in ani­
mal physiology at the University of Missouri. He com­
pleted his PhD in animal physiology at Clemson in 1983.
His research interests are in reproductive toxicology, 
including research into connective tissue and epididy- 
mal development.
o
DR. CARL E. KIRKPATRICK is assistant professor 
o f parasitology in veterinary pathobiology. For three 
years prior to joining the University of Illinois staff, he 
was assistant professor of parasitology and chief of the 
clinical parasitology laboratory at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine.
Dr. Kirkpatrick received his VMD degree in 1981 and 
his PhD in parasitology in 1983 from the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is the recipient of the Beecham 
Award for Research Excellence at the University of 
Pennsylvania.
Dr. Kirkpatrick’s research interests include the im­
munology and biology of visceral and cutaneous leish­
maniasis; the immunology, epizootiology and clinical 
aspects of giardiasis in domestic animals; the biology 
and epornithology of blood-inhabiting protozoa of 
birds; clinical aspects of parasitism in wild domestic 
animals; and the public health aspects of zoonotic 
diseases.
o
DR. URIEL D. KITRON is assistant professor of 
public health and preventive medicine in veterinary 
pathobiology. Dr. Kitron has taken one of the positions 
in the expanded epidemiological program being devel­
oped by the College.
Dr. Kitron comes to the College from a position in the 
Harvard School of Public Health. He received his PhD 
from the University of California, Santa Barbara in 
biological sciences in 1981 and his MPH in epidemio­
logy from the University of Michigan in 1982. After 
completing his MPH, he returned to UCSB as a lecturer 
and assistant research biologist in parasitology. From 
1983-85, Dr. Kitron was a researcher at the Kurrin 
Centre for the Study of Infectious and Tropical Diseases 
at Hebrew University’s Hadassah Medical School in 
Jerusalem.
DR. ROBIN K. SANECKI is assistant professor of 
pathology in veterinary pathobiology. Immediately prior 
to assuming his faculty position, he was a research asso­
ciate working under a Morris Animal Foundation Fel­
lowship in pathobiology.
After Dr. Sanecki received his DVM degree from the 
University of Illinois in 1976, he practiced in Roselle, 
Illinois for two years. He returned to the University in 
1978 as a graduate student and instructor in small ani­
mal nutrition in the Department of Animal Science. 
After completing his MS in 1980, he moved to a 
graduate program in the College of Veterinary Medi­
cine, completing his PhD in veterinary pathobiology in 
1986. His research interests include the effect of zinc 
deficiency on the dog; isolation and biochemical 
characterization of the thyroid induced isoenzyme of 
alkaline phosphatase; and canine Cushings syndrome.
o
DR. ROBERT M. SMITH is assistant professor of 
food animal medicine and nutrition in veterinary clinical 
medicine. He came to the University of Illinois from a 
position as large animal clinician in Pennsylvania State 
University’s Department of Veterinary Science.
Dr. Smith received his DVM degree from Illinois in 
1980. Earlier he had received an MS degree in animal 
science (nutrition) from Illinois in 1976. After gradua­
tion, Dr. Smith practiced for two years in Woodstown, 
New Jersey and Woodsboro, Maryland. He accepted 
his position at Penn State in 1982 and began work on a 
PhD in their animal nutrition program. Dr. Smith com­
pleted that degree in 1986 with research on direct and 
indirect effects of long-term, low-level cadmium expo­
sure on dairy cattle during growth, gestation and first 
lactation.
o
DR. M. E. (MIKE) TUMBLESON is associate dean 
for research at the University of Illinois College of Veter­
inary Medicine. He came to the University from a posi­
tion as professor of veterinary biomedical sciences and 
research professor of the Sinclair Comparative Medi­
cine Research Farm at the University of Missouri Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine.
A  native of Minnesota, Dr. Tumbleson received his 
BS, MS and PhD degrees from the University of Minne­
sota. He completed his PhD in nutrition and biochemis­
try there in 1964. After two years on the faculty in the 
Department of Animal Sciences at Minnesota, Dr. 
Tumbleson accepted his initial position at the University 
of Missouri.
Dr. Tumbleson’s research work at the University of 
Missouri focused on alcoholism, malnutrition and aging 
with much of the work completed in miniature swine, 
an excellent animal model for humans. The author of 
hundreds of papers, abstracts and presentations, he 
recently finished editing the book, Swine in Biomedical 
Research, which features 184 invited papers in three 
volumes. Dr. Tumbleson also taught biochemistry to 
first year students in the professional veterinary medical 
curriculum at Missouri. He received the Gamma Sigma 
Delta Junior Faculty Award of Merit in 1969 and the 
organization’s Distinguished Award in Research in 1980.
A  member of numerous organizations, he is a charter 
member of the American Aging Association, the World 
Association of Veterinary Physiologists, Pharmacolo­
gists, and Biochemists and the International Society for 
Biomedical Research on Alcoholism, and a Fellow of 
the American Institute of Chemists and the Gerontolo­
gical Society. Dr. Tumbleson served the American 
Society of Veterinary Physiologists and Pharmacologists 
as Secretary-Treasurer for nine years from 1974 to 
1983. He served on the national board of directors of 
Alpha Gamma Rho for six years from 1976 to 1982 
and served as financial vice-president for that organiza­
tion during his final four years on the board.
o
DR. RONALD M. WEIGEL is assistant professor of 
public health and preventive medicine in veterinary 
pathobiology. He will assume the biostatistician position 
in the College’s expanded epidemiological effort. Dr. 
Weigel comes to the College from positions as research 
biostatistician at the Veteran Administration’s Medical 
Center and as assistant professor in the Oregon Health 
Sciences University School of Medicine, both in Port­
land, Oregon.
Dr. Weigel received his MS and PhD degrees in zool­
ogy from the University of Illinois in 1974 and 1979. 
After completing his training at Illinois, Dr. Weigel spent 
five year as a postdoctoral fellow and research associate 
at the UCLA School of Medicine’s Neuropsychiatric In­
stitute.
Datesto Remember
April 11 -  Annual Veterinary Medicine Open 
House. College of Veterinary Medicine, Urbana. 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact Wy Hoyle, Melanie 
Laasch or Sam Quiaoit, the event tri-chairmen, c/o 
Tania Banak, 2938 Vet Med Basic Sciences Build­
ing, 217/333-2907.
o
April 21 -  Phi Zeta Symposium on Human 
Animal Bond Honoring Dr. Leo Bustad. 1:30 
-6 p.m. Foellinger Auditorium on the University of 
Illinois Campus. Speakers include Dr. Aaron Kat- 
cher, University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine; Dr. William McCulloch, Texas 
A & M  College of Veterinary Medicine; Susan 
Cohen, MSW, Animal Medical Center, New York; 
Florence Dunbar, PhD, attorney at law, Casselberry, 
Florida; and Jean Tebay, Director of the National 
Center for Therapeutic Riding, Washington, D.C. 
Response by Dr. Bustad, dean emeritus, Washing­
ton State University College of Veterinary Medicine. 
Contact Dr. Erwin Small, 217/333-6763.
o
April 27 -  George A. MillerComm Lecture.
Featuring Dr. Leo Bustad on the human-animal 
bond. 7 p.m. Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospi­
tal Auditorium. Contact Dr. Nancy Bailey, 2271H 
Vet Med Basic Sciences Building, 217/333-1192.
o
May 2 -  Veterinary Midwest Anesthesia Con­
ference. University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine. Program designed for institutional anes­
thesia interns, residents and technicians. Contact Dr. 
John C. Thurmon, 217/333-8110.
o
May 24 -  University of Illinois Graduation.
o
June 9-11 -  North Central Veterinary Labora­
tory Diagnosticians and North Central Avian 
Disease Conferences. University of Illinois Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine. Contact Dr. A.R. 
Smith, 217/333-3577, or Dr. Deoki Tripathy, 
217/333-6141.
o
July 18 -  Meeting of the American Associa­
tion of Veterinary Clinicians. University of Illi­
nois College of Veterinary Medicine. Contact Dr. 
Borje Gustafsson, 217/333-5310.
o
July 19-23 -  Annual AVMA Convention.
Chicago. On July 21, alumni are planning an Illini 
Night on the Great Lakes, a cruise on Lake Michigan 
along the shoreline of Chicago with dinner and 
dancing. Contact Dr. Erwin Small, 217/333-6763.
o
July 20-23 -  Annual Meeting of the Society of 
Reproduction. University of Illinois. Co-hosted by 
University of Illinois. Involves faculty of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, School of Life Sciences and 
College of Agriculture. Contact Dr. Gary Jackson, 
chairman of the local arrangements committee and 
professor of veterinary biosciences, 217/333-0745.
o
September 26-29 -  Fifth Symposium on 
Computer Applications in Veterinary Medi­
cine. Illini Union, University of Illinois. Contact Dr. 
Ronald Smith, 217/333-3290.
o
October 1-2 -  Annual University of Illinois 
Veterinary Fall Conference. Urbana. Ohio State 
the Saturday football foe. Contact Dr. R.D. Mc­
Queen, conference coordinator, 217/333-2907.
o
October 9-11 -  Grand Council of Omega Tau 
Sigma meets at Illinois. Contact Dr. Joe Dorner, 
217/333-5300.
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Dr. Thomas Burke is the editor of the recently-pub­
lished book, Small Animal Reproduction and Infertility: 
A Clinical Approach to Diagnosis and Treatment. The 
textbook is billed as a “storehouse of basic and clinical 
information.” In addition to editing the book, Dr. Burke 
wrote 11 of its 40 chapters. Published by Lea and Febiger, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the book progresses from 
an overview of the physiology of reproduction in cats 
and dogs to practical discussions of infertility and other 
reproductive problems and their solutions in companion 
animals.
o
Dr. Brendan C. McKiernan presented two invited 
papers at the inaugural meeting of the International Vet­
erinary Ear, Nose, and Throat Association, held in 
Paris, France in December. Dr. McKiernan presented 
papers entitled “Treatment of Nasal Aspergillosis in 
Dogs” and “Bronchodilator Therapy in Dogs” to the 
group, which consisted of 40 veterinarians from around 
the world. The association is made up of veterinarians 
who have an interest in diseases of the ear, nose, and 
throat.
o
Dr. Ted Lock, chief of field services, presented a paper 
on Enzyme Immunoassay for the Qualitative Detection 
of Equine Chorionic Gonadotropin at the Fourth Inter­
national Symposium on Equine Reproduction in 
Calgary, Canada. Dr. Lock reported on a new test for 
the detection of pregnancy in mares.
o
Dr. Erwin Small led a group from the Society for In­
ternational Veterinary Symposia to Hungary and 
Yugoslavia for their fall meetings September 5-19. The 
meetings in Budapest, Hungary were held during the 
bicentennial celebration for their School of Veterinary 
Science. The Yugoslavian meetings were held at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of 
Zagreb. The group will tour the Republic of China, 
Japan, Hong Kong and Korea in 1987.
o
Dr. David Galloway, an internationally recognized 
authority in male reproduction, from the School of Vet­
erinary Science, University of Melbourne, is nearing the 
end of a seven months stay as a visiting professor in vet­
erinary medicine sponsored by the Departments of Vet­
erinary Clinical Medicine and Veterinary Biosciences 
through a George A. Miller Fellowship. Dr. Galloway is 
working on in vitro fertilization as a method to evaluate 
the fertilizing capacity of bull spermatozoa.
o
Dr. LeRoy G. Biehl received a 1986 Educational Aids 
Blue Ribbon Award from the American Society of Agri­
cultural Engineers. He received the award in the exten­
sion methods category for the proceedings book “Live­
stock Ventilation Workshop for Veterinarians” along 
with award co-winner, Arthur J. Muehling, professor of 
farm structures research in the College of Agriculture. 
The book was used in a continuing education program 
offered by the College.
o
Dr. Mark A. James, veterinary pathobiology, 
presented two invited papers during a symposium en­
titled “Biotechnology in the Americas III: Vaccines and 
Health Care.” The symposium, sponsored by the Pan 
American Health Organization, Interciencia Association, 
Secretaria de Ciencia y Tecnica, and Consejo Nacional 
de Cliencia y Tecnica of Argentina, was held in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina in October. Dr. James presented papers 
on “Malaria” and on “Animal Hemoparasitosis” as per­
tains to the prospects for specific vaccines.
o
Dr. Alan Brightman is serving as a member of the 
Veterinary Licensing and Disciplinary Board for the De­
partment of Registration and Education, State of Illinois.
o
Dr. Gary Koritz is the new assistant head of veterinary 
biosciences. His assigned duties include oversight of the 
departmental graduate program.
o
Dr. William Wagner, head of veterinary biosciences, 
is serving a three-year term on the National Institutes of 
Health Human Embryology and Development Study 
Section.
o
Dr. Erwin Small is serving a two year term as president 
of the Academy of Veterinary Allergy. The Academy’s 
membership consists of more than 100 veterinarians 
across the nation with a special interest in the fields of 
allergy and immunology.
o
Dr. Gale Taylor now has dual responsibilities at the 
University of Illinois. He not only continues as Director 
of the College’s Laboratory Animal Care program, but 
is now Director of the Urbana campus Laboratory Ani­
mal Care program.
o
Dr. Lloyd Helper recently completed his year-long 
term as president of the Illinois State Veterinary Medical 
.Association, which represents a majority of the 1600 _
veterinarians in Illinois. He previously had been presi­
dent of the Eastern Illinois Association and served as 
that constituent organization’s representative to the 
ISVMA for seven years. Dr. Helper was succeeded as 
president by Dr. J.W. Barnes of Chicago.
o
Dr. Randy Ott, veterinary clinical medicine, returned 
from sabbatical in France. While there, he presented a 
lecture on “Controle Des Reproducteurs Males” at the 
Ecole Nationale Veterinaire, Maisons Alfort, France. He 
served as president of the symposium “Banquer De 
Genes et Technologie De La Reproduction Bovine -  
Analyze et Prospectives” at Pau, France. Dr. Ott also 
presented an abstract “Une Anomalie Morphologique 
Des Spermatozoides, l’acrosome en bouton (knobbed 
acrosome) chez deux taurillons de race Normande” at 
the XXVe Colloque De La Societe Francaise Pour 
L ’Etude De La Fertilite in Paris. This report concerned 
the detection by Dr. Ott and collaborators at the 
Laboratoire Poure Le Controle Des Reproducteurs at 
Maisons Alfort of a specific heritable abnormality of bull 
spermatozoa previously unreported in France. At the 
invitation of M. Louis de Neuville, president of the 
Limousin Breed Association of France, Dr. Ott visited 
the National Limousin Qualification Station at Boisseuil, 
France to review performance evaluation criteria cur­
rently in use and to outline a program for fertility 
evaluation that will be used with bulls going on test, 
o
Dr. Brendan C. McKiernan, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, recently completed a sabbatical leave. In keeping 
with his special interest in the respiratory system, he 
spent his sabbatical looking at methods of conducting 
pulmonary function tests (PFTs) in both small animals 
and horses, with the intention of ultimately bringing the 
ideas he encountered back to Illinois so the veterinary 
college can establish its own pulmonary function testing 
laboratory.
Part of Dr. McKiernan’s sabbatical was spent in Ur­
bana completing research on theophylline toxicity in 
dogs. He also visited the Lovelace Inhalation Toxicolo­
gy Research Institute in Albuquerque to observe PFTs 
in small laboratory animals under the direction of Dr. 
Joe Mauderley. At Michigan State University, he worked 
with Dr. N. Ed Robinson in research on the efficacy of 
theophylline on the pulmonary function of ponies with 
heaves. At the University of California at Davis, he 
observed Dr. Terry Amis obtain lung function study 
results in awake small animals, primarily dogs. At Port­
land, Oregon, he consulted with anesthesiologist Dr. 
Carol Hirshman on how she performs PFT’s on her 
asthmatic Basenji-Greyhound dogs.
Pulmonary testing equipment has been ordered for 
the University of Illinois. As a result of his varied expe­
riences with equipment and methods during his sab­
batical, Dr. McKiernan hopes to be able to provide com­
prehensive, state-of-the-art advice on pulmonary func­
tion testing in small animals. These tests will help in the 
diagnosis of pulmonary diseases, especially airway ob­
structive diseases.
o
Drs. Karen Campbell and Erwin Small, veterinary 
clinical medicine, have received a two-year grant from 
the Morris Animal Foundation for $18,000 to study the 
“Effects of Diet on Lipid Metabolism and Sebum Secre­
tion in Dogs.”
o
Dean Richard Dierks returned from a three month 
administrative leave in December. A  portion of his time 
was spent working on the continued development of 
several of the College’s external relationships supporting 
food animal programs with practicing veterinarians and 
companies or corporations involved in various aspects 
of food animal production systems. He also spent part 
of the leave developing international programs with 
other veterinary colleges and federal agencies.
o
Drs. Alan Brightman and Susan McLaughlin pre­
sented invited papers at the International Society of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists biannual meeting in New 
Orleans in November. Dr. Brightman presented 
“Vitreous Centesis as a Diagnostic Procedure” while Dr. 
McLaughlin’s paper was entitled “Cataract Surgery: A  
Review of 200 Cases.”
o
Five faculty received promotions during the fall. Pro­
moted to associate professor were Dr. Gerald Pi- 
janowski, veterinary biosciences and in the College of 
Engineering, and Dr. Howard Gelberg, veterinary 
pathobiology. Promoted to professor were Dr. LeRoy 
Biehl, veterinary pathobiology, veterinary clinical 
medicine and veterinary programs in agriculture; Dr. 
Harry Reynolds, veterinary pathobiology; and Dr. 
Ronald Smith, veterinary pathobiology and veteri­
nary programs in agriculture.
o
Dr. George Woods, professor emeritus of veterinary 
microbiology and public health, edited “Practices in 
Veterinary Public Health and Preventive Medicine in 
the United States,” published by the Iowa State Univer­
sity Press. The book focuses on specific examples of 
veterinary practices in the United States related to herd 
health and community medicine topics. It includes the 
contributions of 28 experts in veterinary public health 
and preventive medicine._
Dr. Kenneth Todd, veterinary pathobiology, delivere 
a paper on a “Method of Purification of Eimeri 
Sporozoites” at the annual meeting of the America 
Society of Parasitologists in Denver, December 7-11 
The meeting was held jointly with the American Societ 
of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Dr. Todd also serve 
the American Society of Parasitologists as chairman c 
their endowment fund and he introduced the Society’ 
endowment fund lecture at the meeting.
Virology Laboratory Up and Running At Illinois
The Veterinary Virology Diagnostic Laboratory 
(VVDL) at the University of Illinois College of Veteri 
nary Medicine returned to full-time status one year ag< 
under the direction of Dr. Gail Scherba, who joined th< 
UIUC faculty in late 1985. Reestablishment of th< 
virology service made the Urbana diagnostic laboratory 
a full service facility once again. Virology service at Ur 
bana had been suspended in 1981.
The Urbana laboratory is a component of the Illinoii 
State Animal Diagnostic Laboratory System. According 
to Dr. Scherba, the virology laboratory is still in its earlv 
stages of growth. At this time, the Urbana virology, 
laboratory provides equine virus isolation service for the 
entire state. Many of the commonly requested tests foi 
large and small animals are available as well. New anc 
additional procedures will be added as the laboratory 
continues to expand. For the commonly requested tests, 
the VVD L primarily services practicing veterinarians ir 
the surrounding area as well as the college’s clinics.
As the laboratory expands its operations, the Fee 
Schedule and General Information booklet for the State 
of Illinois Diagnostic Laboratories will not be able to 
keep current with the expanding capacity of the VVDL 
at the University of Illinois.
A  listing by species of tests currently performed and 
the sample (s) required for these tests can be obtained 
upon request through the Laboratories of Diagnostic 
Veterinary Medicine at the University of Illinois, 2001 S. 
Lincoln Avenue, Urbana. Specify the species for which 
tests are desired. Questions concerning test availability 
can be answered by calling the UIUC Diagnostic Labo­
ratory office at (217) 333-1620 or (217) 333-1621.
New InvestigatorAward toDr. Kirkpatrick
Dr. Carl E. Kirkpatrick, assistant professor in veteri­
nary pathobiology, recently received a National Insti­
tutes of Health (NIH) New Investigator Award. NIH 
provides the awards to individuals who are getting started 
in basic biomedical research. Dr. Kirkpatrick received a 
3-year grant of $107,500 for a project entitled, “Cuta­
neous Leishmaniasis: Role of Skin in Host Resistance”.
Leishmania are parasitic protozoan organisms that 
cause a skin disease called leishmaniasis. The disease 
occurs in tropical areas around the world, especially in 
the Mediterranean region, Central and South America, 
and the Middle East. The parasites are spread by sand 
flies, and can be transmitted between dogs, mice, cer­
tain wildlife, and humans.
Dr. Kirkpatrick worked with Leishmania at the Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine 
prior to accepting a position at the University of Illinois. 
He will be using mice as well as tissue cultures to investi­
gate leishmaniasis, and hopes to uncover information 
that will lead to prevention of the disease.
FELV RESEARCH continued
John Shadduck, department head, will provide exper­
tise in virology and immunopathology which will be im­
portant in assisting the Tompkins track clinical cases and 
interpret various test results. In addition, the depart­
ment of veterinary pathobiology has recently recruited 
several epidemiologists who will provide design and 
interpretation support for FeLV leukemia population 
studies planned for the future.
Eventually, the UI researchers hope to determine 
whether the T-helper cell defect can be corrected in 
FeLV-affected cats. Perhaps interleukin 2, and subse­
quently the protective killer cells, can be activated by 
other means. If so, treatment may be possible for cats 
with the deficiency.
The results of the Tompkins’ research will be mean­
ingful to human medicine as well because of the similar­
ity between FeLV and AIDS. If the paralyzed immune 
system can be reactivated by other means in the cat, it 
follows that similar methods can be used in the human 
form of the disease.
